Land Use
Name:

A. What type of ecosystems are discussed in the previous readings? (write down their physical and biological characteristics) (1p)
Water is the first type of ecosystem, and as such, high levels of chemicals such as mercury and phosphate are found in water. The accumulation of these chemicals is a result of the dumping in lakes as well as other bodies. As hinted, phosphate triggers the growth of cattail, which later acts as invasive species. The balance of the ecosystem is greatly affected hence forcing animals to shift their natural habitats. Wildlife is another type of ecosystem, and it is characterized by many species of animals. A lot of animals such as the Florida panther, American Crocodile and the American Alligator have been affected hence leading to them becoming non-existent. 

B. What are the benefits of wetlands?
Wetlands appear in very many forms such as zones. Bogs, swamps and marshes. In other words, wetlands are areas in which some water is present either in an above or near the surface of the soil for some part. Wetlands are beneficial since they act as natural sponges, and as such, they are able to reduce high levels of floods especially in steep areas. Again, wetlands are beneficial because they act as bioremediation sites. Through this, they attempt to eradicate pollutants from water to ensure safe water. 

C. What factorscaused the loss of more than 50% of the Everglades wet lands in the past decades?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Some of the abiotic factors are severe weather events such as heavy rains and heavy weeds, in which they destroyed the formation of Ever glades wetlands in the past decades. Aggressive agricultural activities as well as rural and urban developments led to the loss of everglades wetlands since the land was flat. Flood control projects were also at fault since they resulted to severe destructions of wetlands. 
D. What were the environmental consequences (positive or negative) ofthe conversion of the Everglades into agricultural and urban areas?
The conversion of the Everglades into agricultural areas makes land become more fertile. Diets such as rice grow in wetlands across the world, and this feed a lot of people. For the urban areas, tourism and recreation are promoted. Activities such as hiking, biking and bird watching allow many people to have fun and enjoy nature upon visiting. This also provides employment since many people are employed in urban areas.

E. What measures were taken to address the environmental problems associated with the loss of wetlands in the Everglades? 
Human beings were not allowed to develop or construct projects near or in wetlands with an aim to converse them. Chemical accumulation was also avoided to avoid affecting the process of ecosystem. Wetlands have many benefits such as keeping water safe, hence the importance of safeguarding them.
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